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Ho&orabie Herbert Browmellj, 3r. 

The Attorney General 
Washington^ D. C. 


11 May 19S5 


Dear Herb: 

I call«i y«m back today to answer year teleplKme inquiry of yesterday, 
but as j 9 ii wore out of town. I am giving you a report by letter . 

Attached is the Eatec^lve Order eshiblishii^ tiie '-ffaHWMil Security 
Medal'- together with a letter from the then Fresldent to «ie Director of 
Central lateliigence dated 19 January 1953. ai^horilaing ^e Director to make 
awards of the Medal in accordance with the ri^(ttlations. No further ruleo 
and regttlatione have been promulgated under the Executive Order as n«me 
have seemed necessary. 

It seems obvious to aa« that Dse delegation of authority to tiie Director 
of Cmtral Batell^ence in no way in^aire the right of the President to make 
a direct award M the Medal as he may desire. 

Personally, I should be rery glad to see the award made and have 
available the necessary medal, ribbon and certificate; the citMion could 
be prepared as desired by the President. 

So far only four awards have been msde. These include Bedell Smith 
and three other persons whose names I could give you oraUy, but whose 
identity should not he divulged at this time. This raises the only problem 
I see in *»eki«g Bues award you proposed; namely, the withholding the 
names of all other recipients with the possible exception of BedeD. If the 
President «id you felt that this could be done, I see no obstacle whatever 
to procee^ng to carry oat the suggestion. Certainly the proposed rec^ient 
richly deaervee this honor. 


FaitMuUy yours. 
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COPY 


the white house 

WAakiagtoiit D.C< 


JaniuufT 19* 19S3 


Dear Mr. 0i»«ctor; 

Fur»u*at to E*«c»tive 0»4er 10431 mignmd hf mm thl* 
date* I b«r^y muthori** you to m»k« mmmxdm mt tk« 

Sscority Medal ia accordaace with the attached regttlatloaa, 
which I hereby ai^rove. 

You are alto autherlaed to prepare for the Freeident’e 
approval each further rmlee aad rag ulatiana not iaconaletent 
with the provlalone of Executive Order 10431. ae «*ay be neeeeeary 

from time to time to accomplieh Ite parpoeee. 

Very eiacerely youre, 

/e/ Harry Truman 


Honorable Walter Saeith 
Director of Central Intelligeace 
Waehiagton, D* G. 
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FEDERAi. REGISTER 
Volttxne 18, Nailer 14 
WeehiiHiton, Thuxedsyt January 22, 1953 
Page 4S7y 

EXECUTIVE ORPER 10431 
NATIONAL SECURITY MEDAL 


Ry virtue of the authority vested in me aa Preeidant of the United 
Statea and ae Commander in Chief of the armed forcee of &e United States, 
it is herehy ordered ae follow*; 

1. There is herehy eetahliehod a medal to he known as the National 
Security Medal with accompanying rR^one and appurtenancee. The medal 
and ite appurtenancee ehaU he of appropriate design, approved by the 
Executive Secretary of the National Security Council. 

2. The National Security Medal may he awarded to sny person, without 
regard to nationality, including members of Uie armed force# of the United 
States, for dietinguished achievement or outstanding contrdiution on o^ter 
July 26, 1947, in the field of intelligence relating to the liatltmal secoarity. 

3. The decoration estabUehed by this order shaU be awarded by the 
President of the United States or, under regulation# approved by him, hy 
such person or persons a# he may designate. 


4. No more then one N*ti<mal Security Medal shall be awarded to any 
one person, but for subse^ent service# justifying an award, a suitable 
device may be awarded to be worn with the Medal. 

5. Members of the a:amed forces of Uie United States who are amurded 
the decoration estiblished hy this order are authorised to wear the medal and 
the ribbon symbolic of the award, as may be authorised by uniform r epilations 
ai^roved fay the Secretary of Defense. 

6. The decoration established by this order may be awarded postbumouely. 


HARRY S. TRUMAN 


THE WHITE HOUSE, 
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FEDERAL REGISTER 
Voltime IS* Noniber 14 
WaaRiagloo. TlBar»d*.f» Jaiuuiry 22, W53 
pages 437 Siiul 439^ 

EXECITTIVE ORDER 10431 
4> O « O 


Regolatitms Govomlag the Award td 
the KATIOWAJL SEC^FT Y MEDAL 

Purswsat to Paragraph 2 of tho Eaocotiva Order 10431, the following 
reipdi^iaas are hereby iaatied to g orem tho award erf the National Secarlty 
Medal: 

1. The National Seenrity Medal may be awarded to any person wt^ont 

regard to natlemallty, Inclading a member of the Armed Fmrees id the United 
States* on or after 24 Jtdy 1947. has made an ontstanding contribution 

to the National inteUlgence e^ort. This contribution may conslat of either 
eneeptlonaUy merltorloas eervice performed in a position erf high reepoaeihUity 
or ef an act of valor requiring personal courage of a high degree and complete 
disregard oi pers<mal safety. 

2. The National Security Medal with accompanying ribbon and appurtenances, 
shall be of a^roprlate design to be spproved by the Enecutive Secretory of the 
National Security Council. 

3. The Itarflonal Security Medsl shall he awarded smly by the President 
or hU designee for that purpose. 

4. Recommendations may be submitted to the Executive Secretary td the 
National Security Ccnucil by any individual having persmial knowledge <rf the 
facts ^ the mcceptionally merltoriswas conduct or act (rf valor 0 £ fee candidate 

in the performance of wrtstaading aervlces, either as an eyewitoess or from the 
testimony of others who have personal knowle^e or were eyswimessee. Any 
recommendations shall he accompanied by cconplete documentation, including 
where necessary, certificates, affidavits or sworn transcripts <d testimony. 

Each recommendation for an award shall show the mcact stams, at the time of 
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thm jreadition of tfee ••rrice on which the reeomm«id*tlon ie hn»ed« wiOi 
respect to citieenehip, employment, and all other material factors, of 
the person who is being recommended for the National Security Medal, 

5. Each recommendation shall contain a draft of an appropriate 
citation to accompany the award of the National Security Medal, 


Approved; 

HARRY S. TRUMAN 
January 19. 1953 

/F.R, Doc, 53-785; FHed, Jan. 19, 1953; 4;09 p.im / 
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